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CHRISTIE’S SELLS NFT AND IMAC COMPUTER USED TO 

CREATE WIKIPEDIA FOR $937,500 

• NFT of Wikipedia’s first edit “Hello World!” sells for $750,000 

• Strawberry iMac from 2000 used by Jimmy Wales to create Wikipedia sells for $187,500 

  

A Strawberry iMac  
APPLE COMPUTER INC., 2000  

Jimmy Wales’s personal iMac used in the creation of Wikipedia. 

JIMMY WALES (B. 1966)  
"Hello World!"  

The first edit to the Wikipedia HomePage, 15 January 2001. 

NEW YORK – Christie’s auctioned two objects pertaining to the history of Wikipedia directly f rom Jimmy Wales, the co-

founder of the online non-profit encyclopedia. The online sale titled The Birth of Wikipedia consisted of two lots: an NFT of 

Wikipedia’s first edit, which sold for $750,000, and a Strawberry iMac used by Wales at the time, which totaled $187,500.  

Peter Klarnet, Senior Specialist, Christie’s said: We’re so honored to have had the opportunity to bring these two pieces to 

auction—we think that the result underscores the burgeoning interest in the history of the internet among collectors.” 

A portion of the sale proceeds will help support Wales’s alternative social media network pilot project WT.Social, an attempt 

to f ind a healthier and nontoxic alternative with existing social media platforms with a donation-only advertising-free model, 

as well as to help support a variety of charities working in the free culture world. 

The Strawberry iMac was Wales’ personal computer, which he used for development and research at the time of  the 

website’s launch on January 15, 2001, monitoring the site’s early development, guarding against vandals, and marveling at 

its rapid growth. As the computer grew obsolete, it was relegated to the room of his young daughter, who used it to play 

video games. It was later stored away in its original box, which will be included with the sale. 

An NFT of  the first edit to Wikipedia: “Hello, World!” made by Wales on the day Wikipedia launched, would be the first in a 

long line of  edits that would produce the "the largest and most-read reference work in history." (Wikipedia) and the NFT 

preserves the layout of the Wikipedia home page in 2001, based on the earliest source code extant. The NFT also has a 

dynamic feature, enabling the owner to edit the page, which can be reset with a timer to revert to its original state.  

https://www.christies.com/features/wikipedia-edit-sold-as-nft-11983-3.aspx?sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/features/wikipedia-edit-sold-as-nft-11983-3.aspx?sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/the-birth-of-wikipedia-21123-nyr/
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke 
private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and 

education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with  flagship international 
sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in  mainland China 

(Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 
achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy 

and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 

with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
Recent innovations at Christie’s include the  groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s 

Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, 
Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of view ing and bidding experiences that 

integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through net 
zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change. 

 
Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 
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